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placed in the United States Capitol. The Dis-
trict’'s first choice for a statue was Frederick
Douglass, and | am pleased that the Douglass
statue now sits in Emancipation Hall. Because
the United States Capitol does not currently
appropriately recognize the contributions of
Pierre L'Enfant, and because D.C. residents
and stakeholders chose L’Enfant as a distin-
guished Washingtonian, this bill would require
the Joint Committee on the Library to place
the Pierre L’Enfant statue in the United States
Capitol.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.
——

CODIFICATION OF TITLE 55,
UNITED STATES CODE, ENVIRON-
MENT

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, | am introducing
a bill to enact certain laws relating to the envi-
ronment as title 55, United States Code, “En-
vironment”. The bill restates the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, Reorganization
Plan No. 3 of 1970, and the Clean Air Act,
along with related provisions in other Acts, as
a new positive law title of the United States
Code. The new positive law title replaces the
existing provisions, which are repealed by the
bill.

The bill was prepared by the Office of the
Law Revision Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives as part of its ongoing responsi-
bility under 2 U.S.C. §285b to prepare, and
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary one
title at a time, a complete compilation, restate-
ment, and revision of the general and perma-
nent laws of the United States.

All changes in existing law made by the bill
are purely technical in nature. The bill was
prepared in accordance with the statutory
standard for codification legislation, which is
that the restatement of existing law shall con-
form to the understood policy, intent, and pur-
pose of Congress in the original enactments,
with such amendments and corrections as will
remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other
imperfections.

The bill is not intended to make any sub-
stantive changes in the law. As is typical with
the codification process, a number of non-sub-
stantive revisions are made, including the re-
organization of sections into a more coherent
overall structure, but these changes are not in-
tended to have any substantive effect.

The bill, along with a detailed section-by-
section explanation of the bill, can be found on
the Law Revision Counsel Internet site at
http://uscode.house.gov/codification/t55/
index.html. Interested parties are invited to
submit comments, not later than 30 days after
today’s date, to Tim Trushel, Senior Counsel,
Office of the Law Revision Counsel, U.S.
House of Representatives.
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HONORING BANDELIER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to mark the
75th anniversary of Bandelier Elementary
School in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

The school opened its doors in the south-
east heights of Albuquerque which, at the
time, seemed like the middle of nowhere.
There were no trees, houses or structures sur-
rounding the school.

During World War Il, military planes used
the red roof of the building to guide them into
landing at the Kirtland Army Air Field, as it
was known in those early years.

The school became the center of activity as
the community grew around it and served chil-
dren from all walks of life. Many families
looked forward to the annual events that in-
cluded a Halloween Carnival, singing Christ-
mas Carols around a bonfire, Track and Field
Day and the Student Safety Patrol Program.

Over the years, the fundamental reading,
writing and arithmetic were combined with
music, art, track and field, baseball and soc-
cer, which created an environment for well-
educated and well-rounded students.

| join all the community members who are
celebrating the 75th anniversary of Bandelier
Elementary School. | am certain that the aca-
demic excellence, community involvement and
exceptional learning environment will serve
many more students in years to come.

———————

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION
ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 17, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
opposition to H.R. 160, the “Protect Medical
Innovation Act of 2015,” which would repeal
the 2.3 percent excise tax on medical devices
that was enacted as part of the Affordable
Care Act.

| oppose this bill strongly because repeal of
the excise would increase the deficit by $24.4
billion over 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 160 is nothing but our
Republican friends’ latest unpaid-for perma-
nent tax cut bill.

If H.R. 160 were to become law, House Re-
publicans will have passed unpaid-for GOP
tax cuts that increase the deficit by a total of
$611 billion just this year.

Mr. Speaker, given the real challenges fac-
ing our nation, it is irresponsible for the Re-
publican majority to continue bringing to the
floor bills that have no chance of becoming
law and would harm millions of Americans if
they were to be enacted.

House Republicans have tried at least 58
times to undermine the Affordable Care Act,
which has enabled more than 16 million pre-
viously uninsured Americans to know the
peace of mind that comes from having access
to affordable, accessible, high quality health
care.
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Their record to date is 0-58; it will soon be
0-59 because the President has announced
that he will veto this bill if it makes it to his
desk.

Mr. Speaker, all sectors of the health care
industry are benefiting from the projected 25
million Americans who will gain coverage
under reform, all were called upon to con-
tribute.

The medical device tax that H.R. 160 would
repeal was simply the medical device indus-
try’s contribution to this collective undertaking.

A repeal of the medical device tax would
encourage drug companies, health insurers,
hospitals, clinical laboratories, and home
health agencies to seek the repeal of their
own contributions as well.

According to a study conducted by Wells
Fargo Securities, increasing the number of in-
sured Americans, will increase medical device
sales by 3.6 percent over its first decade.

Moreover, the medical device tax, which
went into effect in 2013, has not damaged the
medical device industry.

In fact, the medical device industry is pros-
pering grandly.

A recent analysis by Ernst and Young indi-
cates that the medical device industry’s rev-
enue increased by $8 billion in 2013, while
R&D spending by the industry increased by 6
percent and employment in the industry in-
creased by 23,500.

Also, despite industry’s claims to the con-
trary, the medical device tax has not forced
companies to ship jobs overseas and there is
no disadvantage for U.S.-based firms.

Mr. Speaker, our friends across the aisle
just cannot accept the fact that the Affordable
Care Act is a success and is making a posi-
tive difference in the lives of more than 16 mil-
lion persons.

These Americans come from all walks of
life.

They are women, who can no longer be de-
nied coverage or be forced to pay exorbitant
amounts for coverage simply because of their
Sex.

They are nine million seniors and people
with disabilities, who have saved $1,600 each
on expensive and lifesaving prescription medi-
cation.

And they are this country’s most vulnerable
citizens; people who are working hard and
struggling to make ends meet while living in
near-poverty, and who have been covered by
Medicaid expansion in 27 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

These benefits have been felt across the
country, and especially in my home state of
Texas where:

1. 10,695,000 individuals with pre-existing
conditions such as asthma, cancer, or diabe-
tes—including up to 1,632,000 children—uwill
no longer have to worry about being denied
coverage or charged higher prices because of
their health status or history.

2. 4,889,000 uninsured Texans have new
health insurance options through Medicaid or
private health plans in the Marketplace.

3. 5,198,000 individuals on private insur-
ance have gained coverage for at least one
free preventive health care service such as a
mammogram, birth control, or an immunization
in 2011 and 2012.

4. In the first ten months of 2013, 233,100
seniors and people with disabilities saved on
average $866 on prescription medications.

5. 357,000 young adults have gained health
insurance because they can now stay on their
parents’ health plans until age 26.
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